AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

of mass opinion, so all pervasive that I know
I am not free from them myself nor I expect
are you. In those far-off days before accelera-
tion was regarded as a manifestation of
civilisation, who could have imagined in
his wildest dreams the apathy with which
mankind would regard, would take as perfectly
natural and inevitable events, the death and
mutilation of peaceable human fellow creatures
on the roads of the world? Are we more
callous than our fathers, or is the daily food
of sensation and horror served up to us by
the sensational papers numbing our sense of
feeling and our capacity for realisation? But
it is mass numbing and few escape it. Are
we really conscious of the trend of the modern
industrial system, with its alternating periods
of feverish activity followed by the throwing-